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L'Arche International is a global Federation of more than 160 communities that span 37 countries including 
in Ukraine, Haiti, Palestine, and Syria. We are committed to building a world centered on dignity, rights, 
opportunities, and community. In contribution to the 17TH Session of the Conference of States Parties to 
the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities we submit this statement under Sub-theme 2: 
Persons with disabilities in situations of risk and humanitarian emergencies.    

We call for the leadership of people with intellectual and developmental disabilities at all stages of 
humanitarian work. People with intellectual and developmental disabilities must be included when 
identifying risks and making decisions about resources and programs in all humanitarian work. 
The full participation and leadership of people with intellectual and developmental disabilities will 
make humanitarian actions more inclusive, accessible, and effective for everyone.  

Full Participation in Decision-Making  

People with intellectual and developmental disabilities must have access to the appropriate supports and 
resources needed to participate in humanitarian work. Research shows that those most affected are most 
often not asked to share their experiences or opinions in disaster planning and management.i  

Individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities must be part of identifying barriers and in 
deciding how to use resources for disaster risk reduction and emergency assistance. Failure to consider 
people with intellectual and developmental disabilities will lead to higher risks and lack of access to 
appropriately developed and available humanitarian services.ii  

Social Stigma Must End  

Social stigma against people with intellectual and developmental disabilities blocks inclusion and access. 
Stigma is often supported by structures and systems. To effectively address risks and emergencies, we 
must work together to change the structures and systems that support stigma.iii  

Institutionalization is Not Protection  

Institutionalizing people with intellectual and developmental disabilities takes away their rights. It must not 
be used as a protection measure in situations of risk or emergency. A human rights approach that provides 
access to community-based assistance available to others is essential.iv 

Commitment to Human Rights  

L’Arche International supports a human rights approach to dealing with risks and humanitarian 
emergencies that are aligned with the principles of humanity, neutrality, impartiality, and operational 
independence.v Together, we are committed to building a world where each person is valued and belongs.  
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